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Reflections from the Pastor: 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…  Matthew 28:20 

I had planned to use this space for some reflections on the Eclipse and the beginning of the school 
year.  But the events of the last few weeks have been so disturbing that I feel that I cannot ignore them and 
must address them in some way.  The white supremacist/neonazi demonstrations in Charlottesville, VA seem 
to be a culmination of a wave that seems to be sweeping the country.  That these demonstrations resorted to 
violence and that at last count several innocent people were killed is both tragic and deplorable. It seems to 
me that this needs to be a wake up call for us all.  I don’t like to think of myself as racist.  But because of my 
upbringing and the experiences I have had in my life I know that there is inside of me a tendency to sometimes 
react in ways that are in fact racist.  In fact, we all struggle with this whether we are aware of it or not.  
Anthropologists called it “ethno-centrism” and it is a human characteristic.  But when unchecked and when 
fear, resentment and anger are added to it then it can transforms into racism and can lead to violence. We 
must all take it upon ourselves to examine our attitudes and priorities and make an effort to address this 
within ourselves.  Something as simple as catching ourselves before we make a statement that generalizes 
another race or religion or makes fun of another race or religion might be a good place to start. 

I want to make it clear, in case there is any question: I stand firmly for equality and justice and against 
racism, anti-semitism, homophobia, sexism or anything that belittles, excludes or victimizes other human 
beings in any way. My faith and Scripture teach me that we are all God’s children and that the diversity of 
culture and race and even religion is one of God’s great gifts to us. We have so much we can learn from 
others, we are stronger as a church, a people and a nation when we embrace this gift of diversity.  I invite you 
to join with me in making a commitment to follow God’s call to us to reach out and embrace all those who are 
considered “other” no matter who or where they are. 

Below are excerpts from Pastoral letters by our Synod Bishop John Roth and then from the ELCA 
Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton: 

First from Bishop Roth: 

“We must be absolutely clear and unambiguously forthright here.  We the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) stand against all forms of racism. Let me quote from the ELCA social statement “Freed in 
Christ: Race, Ethnicity and Culture”: “Racism—a mix of power, privilege, and prejudice—is sin, a violation of 
God’s intention for humanity.  The resulting racial, ethnic, or cultural barriers deny the truth that all people 
are God’s creatures and, therefore, persons of dignity.  Racism fractures and fragments both church and 
society.” 

“Lutherans confront racism with law and gospel.  Condemning racism as sin is a word of law.  In traditional 
Lutheran terminology, this is the second use of the law: that word of God that condemns sin and sinners.  We 
need to hear this word of law.  The hope is, of course, that ultimately this condemning word of law will drive a 
person to contrition, to rejection of racism, and to redemption from this sin through Christ.   

Creating and enforcing civil laws that protect people against racism is also a word of law.  In traditional 
Lutheran terminology, this is the first use of the law: that word of God that supports orderly community and 
just government.  This is a word of God demanding an end to racial violence, an end to racial intimidation, and 
an end to racial discrimination and marginalization.   

 



Finally, there is the hope of the gospel.  Martin Luther King, Jr., interpreted the Civil Rights Movement of 
nonviolent love not simply or even primarily as political action on behalf of oppressed blacks, but as 
redemptive suffering, living out Christ’s love for white, racist enemies, to redeem America’s soul from the sin 
of racism.  Ultimately, we trust not in being able to proudly congratulate ourselves on not being racist (a 
theology of glory), but in the grace of God through Jesus Christ, that it is Christ’s righteousness and not our 
own by which we are reconciled to God and to one another (the theology of the cross).”   

 
And the Last word from Bishop Eaton: 

“The ELCA is a church that belongs to Christ and Christ’s church universal, where there is a place for 
everyone. The job of Christ’s people today is to celebrate the diversity of God’s creative work and embrace all 
people in the spirit of love, whatever race or ethnicity, economic status or gender.” 

 
Worship – Fall 2017 

As we continue through the fall “green” weeks Pastor will return to preaching on the appointed 
lessons.  The fall always includes several important festivals: 

 9/9-10 – Rally Day – The first day of Sunday School. 

 10/25 – Wednesday – Joint Prayer service for Unity sponsored jointly by the Wartburg Parish and the 
Catholic Diocese of Belleville.  The service will take place at St. Mary’s, Chester and begin at 7:00.   

 10/28-29 – Reformation Services – this year we will celebrate the Feast of the Reformation during our 
worship. 

 11/4-5 – The Feast of All Saints – This service will include the Remembrance of the Faithful departed. 

Holy Communion is celebrated weekly at Sunday worship.  On Saturday Holy Communion is celebrated on the 
first and third Saturdays during “green” weeks (when the paraments are green – also known as “Ordinary 
time”).  When the parament color changes then Holy Communion is celebrated weekly on Saturdays. 

The Remembrance of the Faithful Departed  

At our celebration of the Feast of All Saints on Saturday, November 4 and Sunday November 5 our worship will 
include the Remembrance of the Faithful Departed. During this part of the service we read the names of those 
who have died in the Lord during the previous year (November 2016 through October or early November 
2017). If you would like someone included in this prayer of remembrance please call the church office during 
October, no later than October 31 and we will include them in this prayer litany. 

Below are the contributions for the month of August.  
 (thru August 27th) 

                   $4,999.47 is needed weekly to meet our budget   
     

Date             Weekly Offering          Received Year         Needed Year         Difference Year 
      To Date   To Date    To Date 

5 & 6             $3,978.00                $138,156.89           $154,983.57            -  $16,826.68 
12 & 13           $4,673.00                $142,829.89           $159,983.04            -  $17,153.15 
19 & 20           $3,664.00                      $146,493.89           $164,982.51            -  $18,488.62
26 & 27 $3.973.62                       $150.476.51            $169,981.98           -  $19,514.47                     
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First, We Give of Ourselves – 
Stewardship Emphasis for 2017 

FIRST, WE GIVE OF OURSELVES is a 
three year stewardship response program 
designed for congregations who wish to help 
members grow in their understanding of 
stewardship as a spiritual and discipleship 
practice.  The theme verse for this program is 
found in 2 Corinthians 8:5.  The Apostle Paul in 
describing the generosity of the Macedonian 
Christians says: “… and this, not merely as we 
expected, they gave themselves first to the Lord…”  
It is the hope that this program can help all of 
our Parish congregations repackage the 
discussion of stewardship, from one that 
understands stewardship simply as a fund 
raising activity to fulfill a budget, to one that is 
centered in and through God’s abundant grace in 
Christ.  This program has three themes which 
seek to move the conversation of stewardship 
from bill paying to gift sharing, from scarcity to 
abundance.  These yearly themes are “Giving in 
Grace”, “Giving in Gratitude” and “Giving in 
Generosity.” 
 

FIRST, WE GIVE OF OURSELVES:  
Giving in Generosity 

This fall we enter into the final leg of our three-
year journey exploring discipleship and growing 
as stewards.  We began our first leg with an 
emphasis on “Giving in Grace”.  Year two was one 
filled with the meaning of gratitude as we 
centered our attention of “Giving in Gratitude”.  
Now, as we enter year three of this emphasis on 
discipleship and stewardship, we turn our 
attention to “Giving in Generosity”.  Over the next 
number of week, we will explore the concept of 
generosity, both God’s and ours.  What does God’s 
generosity look like?  How do we live each day in 
God’s generosity?  How does God’s generosity 
provide a model for our own?  These are just a 
few of the questions we will explore together. 
Mark These Dates on Your Calendar 
x October 21/22 - “First, We Give of Ourselves: 

Giving in Generosity Kick Off Sunday 
x November 11/12  - Celebration and 

Commitment Sunday.  At this service we will 
celebrate God’s generosity and indicate how we 
will generously share our gifts in response to 
God’s grace and for our ministry of sharing this 
grace. 

COMMUNION ELEMENTS – Just a reminder 
that both white grape juice and gluten-free 

communion wafers are available for Holy Communion.  
There are always several cups of white grape juice in 
each tray.  If you wish to take the grape juice please 
either reach for it or point towards it so that the 
Assisting Minister will know to serve you grape juice.  
 We also will serve communion wafers that are 
gluten, wheat, yeast, dairy, egg, soy-nut and corn free.  
Please indicate to Pastor, either before the service or 
simply whisper your preference when you come to 
receive. 
 It is important to acknowledge that we have 
different health and food concerns.  The Sacrament of 
Holy Communion is a Sacrament of radical inclusion – 
all are welcome and nothing should get in the way.  
With the offering of these wafers and the grape juice we 
hope to eliminate another barrier that may interfere 
with a believer’s ability to commune.  Also, please note, 
that communion is also valid in one form.  For 
example, if you have a situation where you cannot take 
either wine or grape juice you can commune with the 
bread only, if you choose; and vice versa.  This is 
common in other traditions, though not so common in 
the Lutheran experience.  If you have any questions or 
concerns about any of these reception issues please feel 
free to contact Pastor Duncan. 
 
EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES: 

BIBLE STUDIES –  
Sunday Morning Bible Study –  It will be held 
in the library from 10:30 to 11:30 on Sunday 
Morning.  

Wednesday Morning Bible study – We meet at 9:30am in 
the library. Our focus is Paul’s letter to the Romans. We 
should conclude this study the end of October and then 
may take a break until the first of the year. 
 

Wednesday Evening Bible study:   "Justified: 500 Years 
of Faith", in this study, in commemoration of the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation, each of the five sessions 
will focus on the key teachings of Martin Luther. A study 
book will be needed at a cost of $6.00. We will meet on 
Wednesday evenings at Post Oak at 7:15, following 
Confirmation class. This study will begin August 30th and 
continue to Sept. 27th. Please call Pr. Deb at 618-318-2026 
as soon as possible if you care to attend.  
 



MORNING PRAYER:  
Each Wednesday morning, Morning 
Prayer is prayed in the Chapel.  This 
mid-week service provides us with a 
chance to slow down and focus on our 

faith in our Lord Jesus for this short time.  The 
service includes prayers for all of our armed 
service personnel and we pray for all members of 
the parish who are celebrating birthdays or 
anniversaries.  The service begins at 9:00 AM and 
you are welcome to join us. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Play games, Eat, Laugh, Eat, Have fun!!! 

It’s time again!! Sunday School begins on 
September 10 at 10:45am with an Old Fashioned 
Church Picnic in the park weather permitting. Meat 
and drinks will be provided. Please bring a side dish 
and/or dessert to share. We have new and exciting 
things planned for this year!   

The fun begins Sunday, September 10th. 
   Starting Sunday, September 17th our Sunday school 
classes will begin at 10:15am.  
 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

ADULT CHOIR – Pastor Duncan 
will continue lead the choir this 
year.  And the adult choir will sing 
for the first time on Sunday, October 

8.  We will rehearse on Wednesday, October 4 
at 7:15 in the Sanctuary.  Please plan to come 
and join us! 

PRAISE BAND AND SINGERS – Our Praise 
Band is taking a break for a while. If 
you have any interest in playing in 

the future please contact Pr. Duncan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUTH NEWS 

Junior High and High School Sunday School will be 
starting soon. We have some new things planned 
this year.  We will look at the big issues of life, 
growing up and facing the world, along with how to 
find help finding answers using the church and the 
Bible.  We will have some special speakers from 
near and far.   
Join us on September 10th for the Sunday School 
kick off.  Classes will begin Sunday, September 17th 
in the Youth Sunday School Room at 10:15.  Hope 
to see you there. 
 

ATTENTION 4TH,  5TH, AND 6TH 
GRADERS - IT’S TIME FOR  

WEDNESDAY ALL STARS!!!!! 
 Wednesday All Stars will begin 

again Wednesday, Sept 27th, right after school is out. 
This is a great way to spend the afternoon with your 
friends and even get to know some new friends.  We 
snack and laugh and learn and eat some more!  We will 
learn ways to tackle the tough things in life, like 
growing up in a tricky time, how to help others and 
help ourselves to, and just being all around better 
people!  If you have homework, we can even help you 
with that! 
Each week we have dinner together before we leave 
and even invite the family once a month.  It’s a fun way 
to spend an afternoon!   
Pick up a registration form at church or school. If you 
have any questions, please call the church 618-965-
3119 or call Julie at 618-301-6561. 
  

Parish Confirmation 
The Parish confirmation program 
officially began on Wednesday, 
August 23rd at 6PM.    We are using 
Colaborate curriculum.  The 7th 
graders will be meeting at Peace, 

Steeleville at 6pm and the 8th graders will be meeting 
at ST. John’s, Post Oak at 6pm. 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.suggestkeyword.com/cGFzdG9yIGFubml2ZXJzYXJ5/


WELCA NEWS:   
Wartburg Parish Women of the ELCA will 
meet Thursday, Sept. 7, 2017 at 7:00pm at 

Peace, Steeleville.  Devotions will be given by Eunice 
Singer.  Hostess is Treasure Smith.  The service project 
will be a monetary donation for “This Able Veteran”.  
Checks can be made out to “This Able Veteran” or 
Wartburg Geographical Parish with a note on the 
memo line TAV.  This Able Veteran is an organization 
in the Carbondale area that trains dogs for Veterans 
who have PTSD.  There is no cost to the veteran for 
the dog.  It costs approximately $25,000 to train one 
dog.  More information about the program can be 
found on their website.  www.thisableveteran.org.   

The next meeting will be Thursday, Nov. 2nd  
at 7:00 pm. 

 
Women of the ELCA Biennial Convention at Lake 
Williamson will be on Friday & Saturday,  
October 20-21. Talk to Joan Dotson if you are 
interested in going.  It’s been 500 years since Martin 
Luther nailed his 95 theses to the Wittenberg church 
door!  Help us celebrate the reformation with Katie 
Luther and your Lutheran friends in a peaceful, 
retreat setting as you restore, renew & reconnect with 
God. 
Theme Verse:  “For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God – not the result of works, so that no one 
may boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE: 

ANGEL TREE – It is never too early to be 
shopping. Watch for bargains and then bring 
your purchases to the office.  We can use toys, 

bedding, clothes, boots, etc. All sizes!! 
 

  ALTAR FLOWERS:  We still have a few 
openings for 2017 (Oct. 28/29, Nov 5/6, 
18/19, and Dec. 30/31).  Let’s see if we 

can get it filled. Write on the chart the wording for 
the bulletin and place $30 in the offering.  It’s that 
simple. 

 
COAT DRIVE – Peace will be handing out 
coats again this year.  You may start 
bringing clean, gently used coats to the 

church starting the month of Oct.  Hand out will begin 
Nov. 15th and run through Dec. 13th. 

 

HAPPENINGS IN THE CONGREGATION: 
DEATHS: 
Millie Luehr died on Monday, July 10 2017 at the Randolph 
County Care Center in Sparta.  Funeral services were held 
Thursday, July 13 2017 at Peace Lutheran Church in 
Steeleville.  Burial followed at Peace Lutheran Cemetery, 
Steeleville. 
Marvin Gielow died on Friday, August 4, 2017 at his home 
in Steeleville. Funeral services were held on Monday, 
August 7, 2017 at Peace Lutheran Church in Steeleville.  
Burial followed at Peace Lutheran Cemetery, Steeleville. 
 

Addresses Changes:  
Sheila Martin (Jacob, Lucas, Caleb)       
     8919 US Rte 51, Tamaroa, IL  62888 
Janet Gielow, 306 Victorian Dr.,  

            Steeleville, IL  62288 
Jo Ann Mevert, 5021 Rockcastle Rd., Steeleville, IL  
 62288 
Aaron Rodewald, 320 E Orion St., Tempe, AZ   85283 
Mariah & Hannah Dunn, 1410 Opdyke St., Chester, IL  
 62233 
Kelly Mulholland, 209 Jenkins, Steeleville, IL 62288 
Donna Parker, 6874 Sumter Quay Cir, Stockton, CA  
 95219 
Elaine Sheible, 6551 Meadow Lakes Dr., Steeleville, IL  
 62288 
Scott & Janice Knop (Justine, Kaleb), 508 W. South St., 
 Steeleville, IL  62288 
Roger & Shirley McNalley, 6431 Deerfield Ct., Waterloo, IL  
 62298 
 

Transfer: 
Dennis Lohrding transferred to St Peter, Wine Hill 
 

Baptism: 
Pierce Alan Brown son of Tommy Brown & Dusty Kaesberg 
was baptized on August 20, 2017.  His sponsors were Dillon 
& Jessica Kaesberg, Allen & Alisa Nesbit, and Tim & 
Stephanie Ackerman 
 

Wedding:   
Kira Gielow was wed to Adam Fagan on Saturday, August 
26th in the chapel at Peace, Steeleville.  There address is 
131 Garfield Dr., Apt. 3D, Sarasota, FL  34236 
 

Thank You – Dear Members of Peace, We want all of 
you to know how much you mean to us.  It has been a 
pleasure worshipping together our mighty Lord. We have 
now made Florida our home.  Whenever we are back in IL, 
you can bet that we will come and visit. We have many fond 
memories.            Love, Lisa & Denny Pyeatt 
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YOUTH SCRIP CARDS 
 
We are still selling Great Lakes Scrip Cards to 
help raise money for the youth group. There are 
retailer lists for the taking outside of Julie’s office.  
These will show you what denomination the cards 
are available in, and the percentage the youth 
group earns from the sale.  These do not have to 
be used just as gifts! Consider purchasing cards 
from Retailers you shop with often.  For example, 
if you do your grocery shopping at Walmart each 
month, purchase a $100.00 card for Walmart and 
pay for your items with the card instead of cash or 
check. You get the full balance of $100.00 and 
the youth will get $2.50.  School clothes at Old 
Navy gives 14% back, or dinner at Applebees will 
get us 9% back.  This is a great way to help the 
youth and still only spend the money you normally 
would.   Watch around the church for signs and 
information on special deals.  
Orders can now be place online. Just go to 
“ShopwithSchrips.com and sign in.  You can 
order e-cards, print them at home and go 
shopping instantly.  You can even reload them 
when they get low.   
 
Of course I will continue to order if you’d prefer.   
The important part is to remember to buy your 
cards before you go shopping. 
 
Orders will be placed on July 14th, Aug. 30, and 
Sept. 27.  If you have any questions please give 
Julie a call at 618-301-6561. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Wartburg Parish will come together 
to celebrate 

 
The Festival of the Reformation 

 At Peace Lutheran Church – 
Steeleville 

 
October 29, 2017 at 9:00 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This will be an opportunity for all of the 
Parish congregations to worship 
together on a Sunday morning!  

Plan to join us for this celebration! 
 

Guest Preacher – Pr. Marlin Otte 
Wartburg Parish Choir 

 
A time of fellowship and refreshment 
will follow the worship service in the 

fellowship hall. 
 
 
 
 


